








querystring.

When you wish to customize the output of a particular page, you need to find the
‘template’ which controls output for the package and specific file being called. The
templates for each package are found in the templates folder for that particular package:

Package Templates location

Accessions packages/accessions/templates (none currently defined)
Collections packages/collections/templates

Core packages/core/templates

Creators packages/creators/templates

Digital Library packages/digitallibrary/templates

Research packages/research/templates

Subjects packages/subjects/templates

The following dialog shows the user preparing to edit the file controlcard.inc.php in the
collections package’s default template set, i.e. the file generated by urls containing the
queystring ‘?p=collections/controlcard&id="

The Archon program is organized
in a series of packages on the
webserver. In order to customize
the output of a particular page in
the output, you need to know the
name of the php templateset, as
well as package and the specific
file you wish to edit.

This dialog shows the user
preparing to edit the file
(controlcard.inc.php) that
generates the brief collection
record in the default template set.

7.3.2 Editing Template Output
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If you wish to modify the output generated by Archon (instead of just tweaking the
colors, fonts, etc.), you must modify the files for the package and template set you wish
to modify. For example, if you wish to modify the ‘default’ output for the brief
collection record to have fields show in a different order, you can make modifications to
the file controlcard.inc.php in the folder

packages/collections/templates/Y ourTemplateName

VERY, VERY IMPORTANT . If you decide to

customize the output produced via the template system, we strongly recommend that you
create a new template set by copying the existing files in the ‘templates/default’ folder to
a new folder in the ‘templates’ folders for ALL of the packages whose output you wish
to modify. If you simply make changes in the templates/default folder, you will run a
strong risk of losing your repository’s template set during the installation of any future
Archon upgrades that may be released. This is because the installer will update the files
in the template/default folders during the installation procedure. The installer attempts
to preserve your existing themes and templates by copying them prior to installation, but
we also recommend that you make backup copies before running the installer.

Once you have created a new set of templates, you can apply it to your website under the
‘Archon Configuration’ menu item ‘Default Template Set.” See section 7.3.3. below

You can determine which file to edit by analyzing the querystring for a particular page.
The querystring will always point to the package and to a file in the ‘pub’ folder of that
package. In turn, the file in the ‘pub’ folder MAY have a template associated with it.

For example, a url containing ‘index.php?p=digitallibrary/digitalcontent&id=" points to
the file digitalcontent.php in the pub folder of the digitallibrary package. By examining
the contents of the file ‘index.php’ for the template set you are using, you can tell if a
template has been associated. In this case, the file contains a line:

$TemplateIndex['DigitalContent'] = "digitalcontent.inc.php";
Therefore you can control the output of any page by editing the associated file in the
template set you are using. This is graphically represented in the schematic on the

following page.

[see digram/screenshots on next page|
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IMPORTANT: It is strongly recommended that you do not edit files in the pubs folder.
Any changes to the pubs folder are in essence low-level changes to the Archon API and
will not be supported in future releases or upgrades. The modular structure of Archon is
such that changes can be made in the associated templates file WILL be retained if/when
you upgrade to a future release of the software. Changes to text in the files generated by

the Pubs folder can be made in the “Phrase Manger” under the public phrases area.
Please see section 4.5 for instructions.

EXCEPTION: It may be necessary to edit the files in the pub folder if you plan to use
Archon in a language other than English. In future releases of Archon, we plan to move
all of the English content in the pub files to another location, for modularization.

7.3.3 Selecting and Applying Templates

Archon comes preloaded with a default output template. When you create a new folder
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in the templates directory on the server for each particular package, the new template will
automatically appear as a menu item under Archon Configuration->Default Template Set.

Archon Configuration

Administrative Style Sheet
Administrative Welcome Message
Classification Number Minimum Length
Collection Identifier Minimum Length
Database Structure ¥ersion

Default Language

Default Repository

Default Style

Disabled Message

Enable User Defined Fields
Installation ID

Login Banner

Preview Long Max Size

Preview Short Max Size

Related Option Max Length
SA Password

| v

Public Enabled —_

Search By Classification ;I

Directive: Default Template Set

Description: The selected template set will
used in the output system

Yalue: Idefault ;I

he default template set

Update |

More detailed changes to specific
output screens are made using
the “Default Template Set” option
in the “Archon Configuration”
menu

Select an option from this pull
down menu.

New templates can be created by
adding folders to the templates
folders on the webserver (it
generally makes sense to copy
and existing folder and edit the
information.) Any folders that are
added will automatically appear as
an option on the pull down menu.

Please note that it is also possible to apply a different template to an individual
collection, by selecting that template directly in the Collections Manager record for that

Collection Manager:
"Factivities" {ID: 3810}
Content Manager

Collection Information
Title: |"Factivities" “
Enable Web Dutput: 6 yos © o |
Main Repository: |The University of Illinois Archives =l A
Collection [ 43 Natural History Survey = “
Classification: — -

| 1 chief's Dffice ;I

Collection 810 2]
Identifier;
Sort Title: "Factivities"”

First/Last Year: 1966 - |99990

Inclusive Dates: 1966-

Predominant

Dates:

Type of Materials:  [publications =l
Extent: 0.3 cubic feet <

Finding Aid Author: I K
Template:

[system Default {default) -]
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You can also refer to the templates by passing a parameter the querystring. For example,
‘p=collections/controlcard&id=3 1 &templateset=printcontrolcard&disabletheme=1" will
produce the printcontrolcard view instead of the default output. “disabletheme=1"
removes all of the other styling information, as well as any html and php that are
typically included in the selected theme’s header.inc.php and footer.inc.php files.
Similarly, a templateset can be forced in the script itself, using PHP.

7.3.4 Commonly Modified Template Files

collection.inc.php Controls display of ‘collection-level’ information in
p=collections/findingaid
controlcard.inc.php Controls main ‘collection level’ view shown in

p=collections/controlcard

digitalcontent.inc.php Controls display of digital content in
digitallibrary/digitalconent

index.inc.php This file should only be modified if you are adding a new
template to the template set, it is used internally as an index to
reference templates in the selected package.

item.inc.php Determines display of all materials listed in the ‘content
manager’ in p=collections/findingaid

You can also define new template files. For example, if you would like the finding aid to
display folders differently from other content, you can define a file called folder.inc.php
and include appropriate tests to customize the output for folders. See
http://forums.archon.org/viewtopic.php?t=69 for more information.

7.3.5 Overview of Archon’s API

Archon is built on a modular, object-oriented application programming interface. You
may wish to make changes to the way materials are displayed. For example, you may
wish to refer to Archon fields which are used in the administrative interface but not
currently included in public output generated by any of the templates.

You should consult the list of objects, properties and methods when making the changes
because many of the methods contain parameters that affect display properties.

Within the templates, you may include any PHP code you like, and you can access the
classes noted in the comments at the top of the file. The Archon API is available in any
script, and can be called by referencing the variable § ARCHON and calling functions
defined in the class Archon on the project website.

Full documentation of the classes, objects, methods, etc is maintained on the
documentation page of the Archon project website, www.archon.org.
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8.0

7.3.6 EAD and MARC Output

When a staff user is logged in, the EAD and MARC output can be viewed and saved by
clicking links at the bottom of the truncated collection record available through
p=collections/controlcard. For local purposes, the records can then be imported to other
systems. AT UIUC, we are planning to tailor the system so that the MARC and EAD
files are written to local directories and/or FTP servers, then automatically loaded into
other systems, such as library catalogs. More information on this process may be
available from the project staff at a later date.

EAD output can be modified by editing the files in the
packages/collections/templates/ead folder. This template set is a bit more complicated
and should serve as a good reference if you want to accomplish more intricate
customization.

The MARC output must be edited directly in marc.php in the root folder of the archon
installation. The marc output is produced using a third-party, open source library called
PHP MARC. More information on PHP MARC is available through
http://www.emilda.org/index.php?q=php-marc or through the package documentation on
the Archon project website, at http://www.archon.org/doc/.

IMPORTANT: If you choose to edit this file, be sure to retain a copy before upgrading
to a future release.

We are soliciting feedback on MARC and EAD export functions. Please contact the
project staff if you have comments or notice an error in the mappings we have chosen.

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

If you cannot make the output changes you desire using the above information, refer to the
developer documentation. Please see http://www.archon.org/doc/ for a full description of
available classes, functions and constants.

9.0

GLOSSARY

Administrative Interface: The web forms produced by Archon which allow the Archon
Administrator and anyone with a valid login and password (i.e. archival staff) to modify data
stored in the Archon system.

Accessions Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to enter basic descriptive,
classification, administrative, and location information for unprocessed materials.

Classifications Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator or by
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archival staff, to define a hierarchical system into which collections may be grouped. The
Classifications Manager may be used to establish a provenance-based Record Group/SubGroup
system. Use of the Classification Manager is optional.

CollectionID: The unique identifier automatically assigned to a collection record in Archon. It
can be viewed on the php pages produced for any collection record. For example, 3871 is the
Archon ID for the George Myers papers at the University of Illinois Archives:
http://www.library.uiuc.edu/archives/archon/p=collections/controlcard&id=3871

Creator Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to define authority files for the
creators of archival material, which can then be applied to collections or digital content using the
Collections Manager and Digital Library Manager.

Collections Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to add new collection
descriptions to the system or to edit existing information regarding an archival collection.

Content Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to add detailed descriptions
regarding the components of archival collections, i.e. series, boxes, folder, items, or other
subunits.

Digital Library Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to describe digital objects
and to link to external digital objects and or upload objects directly into the Archon database.

File Types Manager: An Archon module used by the Archon Administrator and/or archival
staff to define the types of digital objects which staff can upload into Archon and how those
types will be presented in the public interface.

Level/Container Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator, to
define the levels of description and physical container types which archival staff may select
when adding information using the Content Manager.

Locations Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator to define
the general locations (such as rooms) in which archival materials are permanently housed.

Material Types Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator to
define the basic classes of material (such as Records or Personal Papers) that are held by your
repository.

Phrase Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator to edit error
messages and help button texts provided to users of the Administrative Interface.

Repository Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator to define

basic information about the repository or repositories whose records are included in the
installation of Archon, such as name, address, email, etc.
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Sessions Manager: An Archon module typically used by an Archon Administrator to forcibly
disconnect current or persistent connections to the Administrative Interface.

SA Password: The SA password is a ‘super password’ defined during Archon’s installation
routine, which will allow someone to access Archon in the unlikely event that the main user
table becomes corrupted. It should not be used for routine access to the system, but should be
written down in a secure location. If you need to login with the SA password, enter ‘sa’ for the
login and used the password you set in the initial installation.

Subject Manager: An Archon module used by archival staff to define controlled subject or
genre terms, which can then be applied to collections or digital content using the Collections
Manager and Digital Library Manager.

Templates: Templates are files that specifically define how a single component of the public
interface will be output, rendered and displayed to users.

Theme: The basic attributes and ‘look and feel’ of your Archon public interface. Themes are

modified by changing the files in the themes folder of your archon root directory. See the
Archon Administrator Manual for full instructions.
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